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Coming

Events

World Community Day
Friday, November 3, 9:30 am.
St. Mark’ s United Methodist Church
451 Moraga Way, Orinda

All areinvited to thisinterfaith worship and learning ex-
perience, sponsored by Church Women United. Worship
joyfully and learn about similarities of various faiths. Call
Lenita Shumaker (925-672-1053) for more information.

Interfaith Council Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 5, 7:00 p.m.
Shri Guru Ravidass Sabha Sikh Temple
2150 Crestview Dr., Pittsburg

All members and friends of the Interfaith Council are en-
couraged to attend our Annual Meeting to welcome new
member congregations, approve new Executive Commit-
tee members, hear progress from the last year and cele-
brate the Spirit’s collaboration. To confirm your atten-
dance call 925-933-6030. ( For map, see last page)

Commemor ation of Kristallnacht,
The Night of Broken Glass
Thursday, November 9, 7:30 p.m.
Contra Costa Jewish Community Center
2071 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek

This event remembers the destruction of Jewish syna-
goguesin Berlin. The guest speaker will be Rolf Schuette,
Consul General of Germany in San Francisco. Therewill
also be a screening of the acclaimed documentary,
“Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Pacifist and Nazi Resister.” Admis-
sionis$7.00. For more information, contact
riva@jfed.org or 510-839-2900, ext. 253.

Walnut Creek Wellness City Challenge
Sunday, November 12, 7:00 am. to 11:00 am.
Heather Farm Park, Walnut Creek

All are welcome to this fair with information, giveaways
and prizes, and live entertainment by Red House Music.
Interfaith Service at 7:00 am., free breakfast at 7:30 am.,

3K/5K Wak and Run at 9:00 am. For more information,
visit wellnesscitychallenge.com or call 925-943-7862.

Humanity as Family: Celebrating Global Community
through Music, Art and Dance
Sunday, November 12, 4:00 p.m.
St. John Vianney Church
1650 Y gnacio Valey Rd., Walhut Creek

Come to thiswonderful interfaith concert! There will be
special music and materials created by Merrill Collins
from “Towards a Global Ethic: An Initial Declaration.” A
free-will offering will benefit the Winter Nights Shelter.
For more information, contact 925-933-6030.

Grief Retreat: The Mystery of Saying Good-Bye
Friday through Sunday, December 1to 3
San Damiano Retreat, Danville

Carol Kaplan, MFT will lead this retreat that will address
issues of loss. Whether it is a person, arelationship, an
ideal or avocation, when you love something and lose it,
you experience grief. Cost is $155-185. Contact 925-
837-9141 for more information.

Project Homeless Connect
Thursday, December 7, 8:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.
Richmond Auditorium
403 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond

Partners around the county are organizing this one-day,
one-stop shop to offer avariety of servicesto people ex-
periencing homelessness. (Just like they’ ve been doing in
San Francisco.) Volunteers and in-kind donations are be-
ing solicited right now. High priority donationsinclude
new socks, underwear and sweats, quality jeans, sleeping
bags, adult backpacks, and hygiene kits. Service providers
are being sought in the areas of employment, law, optical,
grooming, bicycle and wheelchair repair, pet care and po-
diatry. To help, contact Felix at 925-313-6124 or projec-
thomel essconnect@hsd.cccounty.us. We're looking for at
least 200 volunteers!




It's election time again, and as | write this
letter on my laptop, I’ m looking up at a map of
our own United States. It'samap that came
recently in the National Geographic magazine,
so you know it iswell done.

I remember in fourth grade, learning the states
and capitals, sitting on the living room floor

fer one or other of the big parties,
or, if you were particularly radica, one of
the smaller parties. And | have noted that
somehow or another, a centrifuge has been
at work, dispersing what must be the heav-
ier blue element toward the coasts.

Themap I’ m still looking at doesn’t have

with my mother, with one of those U.S. puzzle
maps. | was fascinated by the names of placesin our
country, particularly liking the sound of Phoenix and Tal-
lahassee and Pierre, not to mention Louisiana, Nevada and
Michigan. (And I noticed the lack of invention in Indiana/
Indianapolis, Oklahoma/Oklahoma City.)

Part of the fun was learning the shapes of the states, espe-
cially those bordered by rivers and bays: the peculiar Mis-
souri and West Virginia, the stately Virginiaand varie-
gated Maryland, the teeny Rhode Island with the religious-
sounding capita city. And then there was the putting to-
gether of the whole bunch. As strange-looking as the bor-
derswere, the pieces al fit together. Once the puzzle was
assembled, there was no space in between states. Asl|
learned from my family’ s travels, when you went past one
sign telling you that you were leaving one state, you were
immediately informed that you were entering another. Our
country was, after all, one big, contiguous, happy family.

Well, maybe that was alittle idealistic or naive, because
now | know that our country is more divided than we' ve
been since the Civil War. Only thistime, it is not between
the blue and the gray, but the blue and the red. | have
learned that there are Democratic states and Republican
states. | learned that religious folks were supposed to pre-

any blue or red states. They're outlined in yellow, pink,
purple, orange and green. | wonder if that’s intentional.
Neutral, non-political colors. At any rate, | approve, be-
cause I'm beginning to have my fill of bi-partisan power-
wrangling.

Here'swhat | long for: A country where people of all
political and religious stripes, while having the strength
of their convictions, would recognize that someone who
disagrees strongly with them might still have integrity. A
leadership that has a heart for the poor, whether they are
deserving or not. A people that realizes there is no space
between us, that we areinexorably connected, that our
fates (and faiths) areintertwined. A population that is
less enamored with the idea of “an American moment in
history” and more drawn to being of humble service. A
citizenry that seeks to wean itself off sarcasm, power
hoarding, and winner-take-all strategies.

Well, that sounds more like a holiday wish list rather than
an election season commentary. On the other hand, pray-
ing, voting, organizing and thoughtful legidlation might
be the best means to get me closer to what | want.

Many blessings,
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Ballot Recommendations from California Church IMPACT

Proposition 1A (Transportation Investment Fund): NO. Makes permanent what was originally a temporary measure (Proposition 42).
Proposition 1B (Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, Port Security Bond Act): NO. The amount of the bond would be a huge finan-
cial burden.

Proposition 1C (Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act): YES. Fills a need at comparatively low rates.

Proposition 1D (Education Facilities: Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act): NO. Local bonds make more sense.
Proposition 1E (Disaster Preparedness and Flood Prevention Bond Act): NO. Proposition 84 covers more real societal needs.

Proposition 83 (Sex Offenders, Sexually Violent Predators, Punishment, Residence Restrictions and Monitoring, Initiative Statute): NO. This
proposition singles out fear over reality. Would increase prison overcrowding, force offenders to live where there are less law enforcement and
mental health resources. Less money would be available to deal with true predators. No use of restorative justice.

Proposition 84 (Water Quality, Safety and Supply, Flood Control, Natural Resource Protection, Park Improvements): YES. Wiser allocation of
funds than Prop. 1E.

Proposition 85 (Waiting Period and Parental Notification before Termination of Minor's Pregnancy): NO. Puts at risk teens who don't have
supportive families.

Proposition 86 (Tax on Cigarettes. Initiative Constitutional Amendment.): YES. Funds many unmet patient needs, particularly universal health
coverage for children. Hospitals will be helped, not “enriched.”

Proposition 87 (Alternative Energy, Research, Production, Incentives, Tax on California Oil. Constitutional Amendment.): YES. Tax is not
passed onto consumer at pump. A policy of care for creation.

Proposition 88 (Education Funding. Real Property Parcel Tax. Constitutional Amendment.): NO. Means to achieve goals are not specific.
Local assessments make better sense.

Proposition 89 (Political Campaigns. Public Financing. Corporate Tax Increase. Contribution and Expenditure Limits.): YES. Reduces need
of legislators to focus on fund raising and removes much special influence from all elections. Tax is not undue burden.

Proposition 90 (Government Acquisition, Regulation of Private Property. Constitutional Amendment.): NO. A completely open door to stop-
ping all changes by government with little protection against unfair eminent domain takings.

[California Church IMPACT is affiliated with the California Council of Churches, and may be reached at www.churchimpact.org.]
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Please Pray for:

Bishop Allen Vigneron of the Diocese of Oakland, who fell on the
steps of his home, breaking his left elbow and his right wrist and
forearm.

Buddha Gate Monastery, Lafayette

Church Women United

Concord First Presbyterian Church

Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Pleasant Hill
Trinity Lutheran Church, Walnut Creek

Chaplain Rev. Dr. Charles Tinsley & kids in his care
All affected by the earthquake in Hawaii

Peace in the Middle East

An end to gun violence in the Bay Area
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Hats off to our newsletter volunteers. We appreciate their generous gift of time and joyous spirit in collating, folding and
labeling. The following worked to bring you the September and October newsletters: Betty Alton, Madeline Gomes,
Darby & Dudley Lockett, Edith Reed, Anne Roth, Dick Shumaker, Dorothy Vance, Grey Whipple, Dolores White, Ruth

Wittman and Jean Witucki. Thank you, Friends.

By the way, this is not a closed group. YOU are welcome to join in the fun and the service. Call Lenita, 672-1053.
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