
   February 2007 

�����������	�
�	�������


� �� ������ � �������������������
�������������������	�������� � �������

The Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 

� �������������
�

����������� �� �����������	������
��������������	����������� ��� �� �����
������!!����������� !������ ����
��������� ����� ��������������!�����
������������������!��������� ��������

��	������� �"������������������� �����	#������������������
�� �����$����������������� �%  ����� ������������
�

&������������������' ���� �������������(��!!�����������
� ��������������&���' �����������������!���������� �������
��������!!������������������������ !�����������������% ���
�� �����������	
����
�����	��
����������������� ��	�
������ ���)������� ����������� ���������� �����	������������
��������	��	���������* ��������������������������������
������� ��������������������������������������������� ����
� �����	������������ ������������������������� �������������
�������������������������������������� ��
�

+����� ��� ������������������������� ��	������ ������������
���������� �������������������������,�	������������-
��������������	����������	��	����������������������������
���������������	������	�������	����������	�!��	��� �.����
���������� ����� � ������������������������� ������ ������� �
������������ ��!��	����� ����������� ���������������������
������������������������������
�

' ������� ��������������	����������	��	�����������
	���!��� ���������������!�������� ��� �� �������������
� 
�������� ��� ��
���������� ����������
����� ����������
/����&�������������* �������* ��	��	������&�����0��-
��� ��0����	�������* �������* �������1 ����������������
* �������0���' ����� ���2������������* �������* ����������
3 ��	�* �������,��������-% ������2������������* �������
&����������2��������4 �����0���5�������* �������0���' 	����
* �������* ��	��	������&����* ���� ��
�� !�����������0���
* �����������* �������6 ������* ��� �1 �����* ��������

���������� ������������� ��� �� ������������
�


������������	��	�����������04 /,
/7 �������8� ����!-
��������������������9 ��� ��������:�� ������ ����� ��
��������	��	���������������!������	���!����!�����������
6 ���������������!��!����������-����� �� ���������������

�����;������������������������������������������������������
����!���� �� ����5������������������������������ ����
�!�������������� �����������������
�������������� �������
�����' �	�����!�����������< ��������9 ��������=>?->>@-
A=>B���0���� ��������������!!�������� �� ���������
�

% ������������!����� ��������� �������������������������
��������� ������	�����	������ �������������2���������
&����� ���������� ���������������������$��������	����
� ������	�������� ��������!����������% �����.��������	�
� �����.���� ���������������������� ������	������������
���-�����������������-�������������������!��������������
�������������!��!���� ����������$�������������������	���
!����������������������������� !��������� ���������������
����������	���������� ����������������!�����������!���-
����� �����������������-���������������� ��������!�� ����
������������������������������� ���������������������������
��!��� ������������������������������������������	����� �-
��������!��������������������	��
�

' �� �����������������������������
���* ���������* �������
� �	�$�����< �� ��������-5��������$��� �����!!����������
��������������������������������< ��� ������������$���������
��� ����' � �������!���������� �	�����������!���������
����=CDD������ ����4 �����$����!�����������������������-
������������������������ �������������������������������
���������������� �������������������������������
��������
���� �������������)����	������������!��!���������� �������
������ ��������������������������
�����������������������
����������	������������ ���
������� ������������� ��������������
�� ����������� ����������������� !��� ����������������������
�������	�����!�����
���� ����������	�� ��������������������
�������������-���������������������������	�������������
1 ������0���������������������� ������
�

6 �������������	�������������� ���������������������-
� ��������� ���������	��	��������� ��������� ���������!���
����������������������������������	��������6 ���� ��������
���� ������������������������-������ ���;��	� �������������
���� �����	�������������������������������������������� ��
���� ��������������� ���������������� �������	�����������
��� !���	��������� ����!���������� !�����������
�

����!�����!����������/������

� �����
�����������



Greetings from the chaplains of Hospice and Palliative Care of Contra Costa!  We have begun this New Year with the hope of 
connecting more fully with our colleagues in ministry in this community, and we wish begin by introducing ourselves to the In-
terfaith Council of Contra Costa.  Rev. Laurie Adams has been with HPCCC for almost three years, and Revs. Asher Catalan 
and Nancy Bancroft joined us in the Fall of 2006.  Together, we provide a balance of different religious, educational and cul-
tural backgrounds to our patients, their families and staff.  We share a commitment to serving the spiritual needs of this com-
munity through our work at hospice but also through continuing to support opportunities for ecumenical and interfaith reflection 
and relationship.   
 
After a helpful meeting with Rev. Brian-Stein Webber to learn more about the work of the Interfaith Council, we have begun to 
envision a couple of ways we might support our shared ministries:  We hope to convene a regular gathering of hospice and 
hospital chaplains from the East Bay/ Contra Costa County to provide mutual support and resources; We are also looking  for 
opportunities to provide leadership or participate in conversations on spirituality and  end-of-life in congregational settings.  If 
there are other avenues for learning and growing in faith together, we welcome your ideas and hope you will call us! 
 
We would also like to share information about two relatively new and perhaps unknown resources available to this community.  
The Bruns House is an in-patient hospice facility that Hospice and Palliative Care of Contra Costa has been running since 
2005.  Located in Alamo, this home provides patients with private rooms and care from nurses, physicians, home health aides, 
social workers and chaplains as well as a beautiful setting in which family members, friends, and pets have unrestricted ac-
cess.  These resources ensure that patients receive relief from difficult symptoms and peace of mind at the end of life.   
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The Rev. Roger Reaber 
Grace Presbyterian Church, Walnut Creek 
 
Every once in a while we are lucky to run across real-live 
heroes.  That was my experience as I volunteered with the 

The Rev. Renae Extrum-Fernandez 
Walnut Creek United Methodist Church 
 

Practicing the Presence 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon you.  For darkness shall cover the earth 
and thick darkness the people; but the Lord will arise upon 
you and God’s glory will appear over you.  Nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
Isaiah 60:1-5 
 
Each year as Christmastime begins to emerge in the stores, the 
streets, and our conversations, my heart suddenly hears its 
own longing for peace.  In the cacophony of holiday noise, I 
find myself straining, hoping to hear the voices of angels: 
“Peace on Earth” “Fear not” “Emmanuel – God with us.”  The 
promised coming of the Light makes me keenly aware of the 
pervasive darkness and my spirit reaches for hope. 
 

The winds of change for U.S. policy in our war in Iraq carry 
my renewed hope that hearts will respond to God’s leading 
toward swift and constructive resolution to that tragic con-
flict that will serve first and foremost the interests of the 
Iraqi people. 
 

My heart also hopes for an end to the culture wars that domi-
nate our religious holidays.  How sad that as soon as the ran-
cor of negative election campaigns fades, it is quickly re-
placed by the rancor of Christians who insist that the world 
pay homage to Jesus’ birth in gaudy and triumphalist ways.  
Aren’t you tired of attempts to establish a Christian suprem-
acy over the witness of divine Truth in other traditions?  Caus-
tic and coercive Christianity drives the Gospel right out of the 
Christmas story.  Celebrating the One born in a manger does-
n’t pair well with conversion by domination. 
 

Christmas doesn’t arrive because we put decorations up and 
sing carols.  Christmas belongs to God.  The point is hardly 
to blind the world with the light of His glory!  The call of 
our discipleship is to live in the spirit of Christ so that we 
can be His Light that shines in the darkness.  Mary con-
sented to being a God-bearer.  The angels served as mes-
sage-bearers.  We, the Body of Christ, are called to be the 
light-bearers of the Risen Christ to those who sit in darkness.  
God’s peace comes as we bear the Light of Christ to the 
dark places in God’s world. 
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Project Homeless Connect on December 7 in Rich-
mond.  On that day, various service agencies gathered 
at the Richmond Auditorium to offer guidance, care, 
and resources to the homeless in our county.  Along 
with [200] others, I volunteered to welcome the home-
less guests and direct them from one service to another.  
That is when I met Gilbert and Irma, two amazing he-
roes of the county. 
 
My job was to escort guests from a class on HIV to a 
van behind the auditorium where Gilbert and Irma of-
fered HIV screenings.  The rapid test takes only 20 
minutes for results.  After collecting the mouth swab, 
they sat with the clients, reviewed their history that 
may have put them at risk, and then told them the re-
sults.  A “negative” result was celebrated, the bullet 
had been dodged!  A “positive” result suggested further 
testing and possible illness and treatment.  Marcos, the 
first man out of the van, was beaming from ear to ear.  
“I’m negative!” was his greeting to me.  I do not know 
the results of the other dozen who were tested that 
morning, but as the guests moved out of the van, I 
could see the stress wearing on Gilbert and Irma. 
 
Gilbert has been working with the homeless population 
for eighteen years, offering care, finding those who are 
sick, and getting them to programs of treatment.  He 
knew many of the people coming for services and 
greeted them warmly, often with big hugs.  As one 
woman emerged from the van, he instructed me to take 
her to the Alcohol and Drug Service providers, saying, 
“She is ready to enter a program today and we need to 
get that moving right away.”  Later, as he was 
“decompressing,” he told me that the only way he is able 
to do this work is by his Christian faith.  Then he pulled 
a Bible out of his backpack and told me about the man 
who taught him to pray. 
 
I do not know how long Irma has been providing this 
care.  I did appreciate how she welcomed each person 
with dignity and respect.  She provided a sacred service 
as she heard and valued each person’s story.  A couple 
of times, between seeing clients, I saw tears well up in 
her eyes, as she obviously carried the people’s pain.  
She then brushed them aside and welcomed the next 
person warmly and with a smile. 
 
Before I left, I thanked them both for their tremendous 
service.  Irma had a simple request: “Would you pray for 
us?”  How could I do any less?  Would you pray for 
them as well? 
 



Rabbi Judy Shanks, Temple Isaiah, La-
fayette 
 

A Brighter Flame for Chanukah 
 

Whether we like it or not, Chanukah has become a sig-
nificant holiday for Jews.  You notice I do not say “a sig-
nificant Jewish holiday,” because the holiness of Chanu-
kah has not increased over the millennia.  Compared to 
Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur, Pesach, Sukkot, Shavuot, 
and Shabbat, Chanukah is still a “minor” observance that 
does not mandate a cessation of our normal work or ex-
tensive liturgical or ritual obligations at synagogue or 
home.  It is not a chag, a holy day based on a Toray com-
mandment that once brought Jews on pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem when the Temple stood. 
 

The story of Chanukah does not even appear in the Hebrew 
Bible.  We celebrate Chanukah to mark the military tri-
umph of the Jews over the Hellenized Syrians in the year 
164B.C.E. – an unprecedented and unexpected victory 
against all odds.  Six hundred years after the events, the 
rabbis of the Talmud sought to downplay the military fo-
cus of Chanukah and highlight instead the God-centered 
story of the miraculous oil that burned eight days to rededi-
cate and resume Jewish worship in the recaptured Temple. 
Two millennia later, American culture has pushed us to 
think again about the place and meaning of Chanukah in 
our lives.  Ask many of our Jewish children to name their 
favorite Jewish holiday and they will answer: Chanukah.  
Ask them to name the most important Jewish holiday and 
they will answer: Chanukah.  Ask non-Jewish Americans 
to name a Jewish holiday and they will answer: Chanu-
kah.  We Jews have done a remarkably successful job of 
educating our communities about the “other” winter holi-
day, and our multi-culturally-aware communities have 
joined us in getting the word out about Chanukah. 
 

Unfortunately, for many of us, Chanukah has only 
“risen” to the somewhat dubious “status” of a holiday 
centered on lavish gift-giving, parties, and home decora-
tions designed to make sure our children feel as feted in 
the winter as their non-Jewish friends. 
 

If we acknowledge, as I believe we must, that Chanukah is 
BIG for us modern Jews, then let us use this BIG opportu-
nity creatively and thoughtfully.  The Chanukah story and 
its relevant themes need to become part of our Chanukah 
conversations and our Chanukah celebrations.  The Macca-
bees dared to be different, to be openly, boldly Jewish, in a 
culture dominated by the Greeks.  Let us modern Jews dare 
to highlight and celebrate our differences, our unique ritu-
als and customs, even as we model respect for different 
faiths in our society.  Let us discuss with our children the 
differences in belief between Jews and Christians so that 
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Rabbi Raphael Asher 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah, Walnut Creek 
 

Gan Shalom – Garden of Peace 
 

Jews of all stripes and denominations were present for the 
groundbreaking of our new cemetery on Bear Creek Road 
in a bucolic setting near Briones Nature Preserve.  Al-
though there will likely be separate sections for each of the 
synagogues based on differing criteria for burial (e.g., cre-

The Rev. Greg Ledbetter, 
Shell Ridge Community Church, Walnut Creek 
 

…I’ve always appreciated the etymology of the word 
“holiday.”  It’s an old English word meaning “holy day.”  
A holiday was a time set aside to experience and celebrate 
the holiness of particular days.  It might have been a feast 
day for a saint or a harvest festival.  In any event, the day 
was one that had sacred overtones.  It was a day important 
to the particular cultural and/or faith practices of a com-
munity or a congregation. 
 
I’ve always thought it odd, insensitive and inappropriate to 
greet someone in a way that was particular to one’s own 
experience while the experience of the one being greeted 
was not known – or known to be different.  I would not, for 
example, greet my rabbi friends with a greeting that meant: 
“Happy Celebration of the birth of our Messiah, Jesus.”  I 
would be far more inclined to say to them, in this season, 
“Happy Hannukah,” which for me would be a way of say-
ing, “May this time of YOUR celebration be a joyous one.”  
By saying “Happy Holidays” to these same friends or any-
one else that I was not confident was sharing my celebration 
of Christmas, I would be saying to them, in effect, “May 
whatever days of celebration and holiness you have be 
happy ones.”  For my own practice, “Merry Christmas” is 
what I joyously say to those whose Christian faith is known 
to me and “Happy Holidays” is what I say to those whose 
practices are not known or not shared by me… 

�����������	�
������	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	��
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they know why we do not celebrate Christmas in 
our homes. 
 

Eight nights of celebration give us eight opportunities to 
“perform miracles” before and after lighting candles.  
With a little planning ahead, each night could include a 
chance to learn, to teach, to celebrate who and what we are 
as Jews in America in 2006: a people connected to an 
amazing history, a people optimistic in the face of chal-
lenges, a people dedicated to work for justice and peace, a 
people whose holiday celebrations at home and at the 
synagogue can fill every week and almost every month 
with special joy and the strength of community. 
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mation and Gentile spouses), it marks the signifi-
cance of the occasion that Reform, Conservative, 
Orthodox, Renewal and unaffiliated were all on hand to grab 
a shovel for the first of many spades of dirt to be turned. 
 

Jewish tradition acknowledges that the deceased can no 
longer perform mitzvoth [good deeds], but they are still an 
integral part of the community.  It is custom that the fringes of 
the tallis [prayer shawl], reflecting the mitzvoth, be removed 
and distributed to the mourners; nevertheless, the tallis itself 
can be part of the shrouds or burial clothing as a recognizable 

part of the “threads” of the Jewish community, 
the warm feelings it extends to the deceased and 

the warmth it receives in return from their memory. 
 

When I now visit Oakmont or Colma, I indeed sense the 
previous generations as still an integral part of who we 
are today.  The line between living and dead blurs when a 
visit to the cemetery reminds us of the abiding influence 
those who came before us still emits.  We, the living, are 
now entrusted with the mitzvoth, the fringes, that our 
predecessors held dear. 
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Individuals 
 

Richard Abbot 
Paula Dodd Aiello 
John & Agnes Alden 
B. Allen 
Robert & Charlotte Anderson 
Robert & Mary Armsby 
Mima Baird 
Dr. & Mrs Francis Barham 
Kerstin Barnes 
Laura Barnes 
Hertha Basch 
Lynn & Jason Baskett 
Paula Bishop 
Kathleen Bjork 
Beverly Bortin 
Mary Kay Breazeale 
Nancy Bublitz Smith 
Terry & Elizabeth Burch 
Wilma Burleigh 
Dolores Burris 
James Cervantes 
Donald & Ginger Charles 
Tim Christoffersen 
William & Nora Chuch 
Darlene Cioffi-Pargilla 
Joseph & Donna Clevenger 
Dean & Chris Coons 
Ann Coslett 
Louise Crow 
Vella Cunningham 
Alma DeBischop 
Dennis & Dolores Desmond 
Nancy Diebels 
Linda Doran 
Myrdell Dybdal 
Helen Ecklin 
Ronald & Linda Elsdon 
Gabriel Escobar 
Susan Evans 
Larry Fisher 
Kay Fletcher 
Shirley Fluhrer 
Hal Foster 
Pat Frazier 
Chaim Friend 
Kendall Fugate 
Mollie Fujioka 
Glenn & Kathleen Fuller 
Lenora Galbreath 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Gallinger 
Glen & Peggy Gierke 
Frank & Madeline Gomes 
Minerva Q. Gonzales 
Martha & Thomas Green 
Josh Gressel 
Jean Haddock 
George Hake 
Barbara Hall 
Barbara Hannafan 
Mary Agnes Hardie 
Jean K. Harris 
Marsha Harris 
C. Douglas Hayward 
Rev. Ross Hidy 
Robert & Mary Hogan 

GROUPS 
 
Church Women United 
Church of the Good Shepherd Women 
Concord United Methodist Women 
First Congregational Women 
Grace Presbyterian Women 
Hillcrest Congregational Women 
Kiwanis Club of Martinez 
Kiwanis Club of Walnut Creek 

CONGREGATIONS 
 

Baha’i Community of Danville 
Baha’i Community of Martinez 
Baha’i Community of Pleasant Hill 
Baha’i Community of Clayton 
Baha’i Community of Orinda 
Chestnut Avenue Community Ch. Concord 
Christ the King Catholic Church, P.H. 
1st Ch., Christ, Scientist of Danville 
Church of Santa Maria, Orinda 
Clayton Valley Presbyterian Church 
Concord United Methodist Church 
Congregation B’nai Shalom, W.C. 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah, W.C. 
Contra Costa Korean Church 
Danville Congregational Church 
El Cerrito United Methodist Church 
Episcopal Ch. of the Resurrection, P.H. 
First Congregational Church, Martinez 
First Presbyterian Church, Concord 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Ch., Concord 
Grace Presbyterian Church, Walnut Creek 
Hillcrest Congregational Church, P.H. 
Lafayette United Methodist Church 
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church 
Mt. Diablo Un. Univ. Church, W.C. 
Orinda Community Church 
Pilgrim Congregational Church, Rossmoor 
Rossmoor Interfaith Council 
San Ramon Valley UMC, Alamo 
Shell Ridge Community Church, W.C. 
St. Agnes Catholic Church, Concord 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, P.H. 
St. Bonaventure Catholic Church, Concord 
St. Ignatius Catholic Church, Antioch 
St. John Lutheran Church, Antioch 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Rossmoor 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Ch., Orinda 
St. Peter Martyr Catholic Church, Pittsburg 
St. Stephen Catholic Church, Walnut Creek 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Orinda 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Danville 
Tice Valley UMC, Rossmoor 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Walnut Creek 
Unity Center of Walnut Creek 
Walnut Creek United Methodist Church 

Included on this page are the generous 
congregations, organizations and indi-
viduals who have supported the work 
of the Interfaith Council  in 2006. 

We are very grateful for you, and for 
the ministry you make possible.  
Please accept our thanks.  If there is 
any correction to be made to this list, 
please let us know.  (Winter Nights 
contributors will be listed in the 
March-April newsletter.)  Here’s to a 
fruitful 2007! 

THANK YOU Arthur Hollister 
Oliver & Rachel Holmes 
Robert Hopcke 
Carl & Orene Hopkins 
Robert & Dorothy Howell 
Charles & Marjorie Hull 
Rick Hutchins 
Jennifer Irvin Goto 
Steven Isaacs 
George & Mary Jacobs 
Muriel James 
Elizabeth Jewell 
Marily Johnson 
Beverly Kalmback 
Elmer & Gloria Kaprielan 
Ed & Hendrika Keyser 
Guity Kiani 
Lynda Kilday 
George & Joan Kilian 
Jaleh Kilpatrick 
John King 
William & Margaret Knopf 
Werner Koellner 
Joe Kohlbecher, Jr. 
Hilda Kregel 
Beth Lamb 
Marilyn Langlois 
Rillis Lauer 
Douglas Leich 
Marilyn Levin 
David Moon Lew 
Dolores Loague 
Darby Locket 
Ellene Long 
Carol Louisell 
Barbara Lundblade 
Lavonne Lynch 
Claire Mann 
Phyllis Meyer 
Sigmund & Louise Milford 
Henry Miller 
William & Susan Miller 
Virginia Millson 
Marcia Minnihan 
Rick & Sandra Mitchell 
Marion Morbeto 
Demarest Morrow 
Jack & Sumi Nakashima 
Jean Nickell 
Tomiko Nojima 
Margaret Northall 
Mary Ostrander 

Christine Pagano 
Aaron & Fran Paxson 
Clinton & Sue Phalen 
Stanton & Mary Pieratt 
Florence Pierson 
Edith Porter 
Barbara Rageh 
Dennis & Sharon Randall 
Susan Randall 
Edith Reed 
Carol Reif 
Morris & Marjorie Richman 
Bill & Anne Roth 
Leslie L. Rushing 
Natalie Russell 
Ed & Carolyn Seghers 
Lawrence & Leona Seidell 
Idel Shultz 
Richard & Lenita Shumaker 
Douglas Sibley 
   Elizabeth Simmonds 
Paul & Janet Simons 
Margaret Smith 
Tom & Pauline Stein 
Brian & Mary Stein-Webber 
Sandor & Faye Straus 
Gerald Swanson 
Gerald 7 Heln Tarvin 
Anne Teeling 
Evelyn Ternstrom 
Norma Therlkelson 
Brian Thiessen 
Ramsey & Janet Thomas 
Angeline Tomsic 
Helen Tousignant 
James & Julia Towar 
Madeline Trouerbach 
Marjorie Tweedie 
Dorothy Vance 
Joyanne Elkington Walker 
Carl Walker 
Anne Ward 
Todd & Trinka Wasik 
Gwen Watson 
Robert Webber 
Lisa Wenger 
Linda White 
Peter & Dolores White 
Greg Wiley 
Rev. Robert E. Williams 
Larry & Linda Wilson 
Ruth Wittman 
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 Thank You Corner 
  

Thanks to the following volunteers who donated their time and ener-
gies so that you could receive this newsletter: Madeline Gomes, 
Diana Hill, Mary Hogan, Darby & Dudley Lockett, Dick Shumaker, 
Dolores White, Ruth Wittman, and our esteemed leader Brian Stein-
Webber. 
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�������� HELP US CELEBRATE 

 The Singing Messengers have been minis-
tering in Contra Costa County to the seniors in 
convalescent hospitals and senior residences 
for 35 years.  We would like to mark this anni-
versary by honoring our faithful singers for 
their years of providing entertainment and in-
spiration with a luncheon to honor participants 
and alumni.Anyone wishing to help cover the 
expenses may make a special one-time dona-
tion through the Interfaith Council ear-marking 
your gift for 35th anniversary party. 
 

Jackie Wan took over when Rev. Ginnie 
Siewert’s ministry took her elsewhere and has 
served as Director more than 25 years. There 
are almost 50 members in three teams visiting 
almost 50 facilities three times yearly.  Let’s 
THANK THEM!!!!!  The date will be in the 
next newsletter.      

Please pray for: 
Hope Lutheran Church, WC 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, WC 
Tice Valley United Methodist Church, WC 
Victims of winter storms across the country 
Homeless people struggling to keep warm 
CA legislature as it seeks answers for health care 

World Day of Prayer:  All are invited to attend World Day of Prayer on 
Friday, March 2, at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, 
Walnut Creek.  Registration opens at 9:30 a.m., with prayer program 
following at 10:00. World Day of Prayer, sponsored locally by Church 
Women United, is a worldwide ecumenical celebration calling people 
to prayer around the globe. 


