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Korean Ministers Christmas Celebration 
December 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Concord Korean Baptist Church 
5000 Hiller Lane, Martinez 
 
Korean Christian congregations will gather for a joint 
worship service and an ingathering for the Winter 
Nights’ Shelter. 
 
Church Women United Annual Meeting 
January 7, 11:30 a.m. 
Unity Center of Walnut Creek 
1871 Geary Road 
 
Rev. Brian Stein-Webber will give the keynote presen-
tation, entitled “The Importance of Church Women  
from a Man’s Perspective”  There will be a potluck 
lunch.  For more information,  call Linda Doran at 925-
254-5602 
 
Spiritual Grounding 
Thursday, January 13 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
San Damiano Retreat, Danville 
 
All are invited to this regular Interfaith Council event 
that combines eclectic spiritual practices with discus-
sion and a warm soup lunch.  Call 925-837-9141 for 
directions 
 
Caring Hands Volunteer Training 
Friday, January 21 
8:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
John Muir Medical Center, Walnut Creek 
 
Caring Hands Volunteer Caregivers Program is a col-
laborative effort of the John Muir/Mt. Diablo health 
System, congregations of various religious faiths, rep-
resentatives from the social service agencies and the 
 

community-at-large, and serves frail, isolated, and dis-
abled seniors over the age of 60 free of charge in Central, 
East, and South Contra Costa County.  Contact Carol 
Louisell or Linda White at 925-952-2999 
 
���� ���� Islam and Christianity: Where Our Paths Cross 
January 5, 12, 19, 26 
A four part series on Wednesdays  
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Hillcrest Congregational Church, UCC 
404 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA 
 
While the common ground found in both religions will be 
explored, the emphasis will be on the teachings of Islam. 
Main topics are the history, spirituality, and mysticism of 
Islam; major tenets and daily practices, living as Muslims 
in America, and the path we all can follow toward global 
peace.   
 
Presenters on Islam are Dr. Amer Araim and Dr. Giv 
Nassiri.  Dr. Araim is the Imam of Dar-Ul-Islam mosque 
in Concord, member of Interfaith Council, and formerly 
worked for the UN Secretariat.  Dr. Giv Nassiri is a pro-
fessor at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley and 
specializes in Islamic history, society and Sufism; he is 
also a scholar involved in the translation of Islamic writ-
ings.  

 
Christian thought and practice will be presented by Rev. 
Dr. William Holliday and Rev. Laurie Manning of Hill-
crest each of who has a long standing interest in fostering 
interfaith understanding, and countering stereotypes 
through education.  Child care will be provided free of 
charge.   
 
Visit Hillcrest’s website at www.hillcrestucc.com or  
call 925 689-8260 for more information. 
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 Dear friends, 
 
Our Annual Meeting, which took place at the Church of 
Jesus Christ, Latter-day Saints in Pleasant Hill on No-
vember 14, was a real blessing.  Thank you to the many 
people who helped with all the arrangements, especially 
Susan Randall, the two bishops who share the facility 
there, and the Church Women United folks. 
 
The seasonally-decorated tables set the tone for an enthu-
siastic, warm evening, in which we came together as a 
family of congregations and organizations.  Our theme 
was “Widening the Circle,” and that’s exactly what we 
did. 
 
What is so gratifying to me is the way that so many of 
you contribute to the whole, that we call the Interfaith 
Council.  We heard from our chaplain, from advocates 
for health care reform, from homeless summit leaders, 
from leaders of newly joined congregations, from incom-
ing and outgoing Executive Committee members, from 
our newsletter editor, and even from the outreach director 
of California Interfaith Power and Light. 
 
If we had given time to all the people who promote the 
goals of the Interfaith Council in our county, we would 
have been profitably entertained and enlightened until the 
wee hours of the morning! 
 
Two important highlights from the meeting: 
 

We heard from the Rev. Robert Howell, president of 
what is now called the Interfaith Council of Rossmoor, 
on the developments of their organization in the last year.  
In response to a directive from the Rossmoor governing 
board for the congregations to abandon their offices when 
the building in which they are currently located is torn 
down, the congregations have banded together to create a 
truly interfaith office complex, with meditation, meeting 
and joint office spaces.  I so much want to commend the 
good folks of this group who are modeling good will and 
interfaith cooperation in a huge way.  It is one of the 
greatly underreported religious stories of our area. 
 
Second, I reported in my own address to the meeting of 
our latest attempts to balance our budget for 2005.  As 

all of you know who have been keeping track of our fi-
nancial situation over the last several years, we have been 
spending down over the last four years what began as a 
substantial budgetary reserve.  We have now reached the 
level equal to about 10% of our annual budget.  That is a 
level I am absolutely not willing for us to go below. 
 
However, I have great news to report.  We have plans to 
close that gap all the way.  First, we will be taking an 
administrative charge of 10% for operating the Winter 
Nights’ Rotating Shelter.  Second, we will be contracting 
with SHELTER, Inc. to arrange for congregations to pro-
vide meals and other in-kind donations to the family shel-
ters in Martinez and North Concord. 
 
And lastly, some more and exciting news.  Bill Sweet of 
the William A. Kerr Foundation has offered to the In-
terfaith Council (on top of a 2004 gift of $3,000) a 
matching gift of $5,000.  All congregations and organiza-
tions who give either new or increased gifts in 2005 will 
have those gifts matched one-to-one by the Kerr gift. 
 
Mr. Sweet is associated with Congregation B’nai Tikvah 
in Walnut Creek, and carefully directs grants from the 
Kerr Foundation to projects in the Walnut Creek area.  
Though usually supporting construction work, Mr. Sweet 
recognizes the importance of the Interfaith Council and 
its activities and influence for good in this county. 
 
Each congregation will be receiving a pledge form in the 
month of December, on which you may indicate what 
your plans for increased giving will be in 2005.  Member 
congregations give about $50,000 per year to the Inter-
faith Council.  If each donor congregation increased their 
gift by 10%, we would be able to take full advantage of 
the matching gift, and thus create a sound financial base 
for this organization in 2005. 
 
The Interfaith Council is a broad-based organization.  We 
have 99 congregational members, of whom somewhat 
over half are financially contributing members.  Hun-
dreds more individuals also give donations.  It is impor-
tant to me and the Executive Committee that we continue 
to have such a broad donor base.  Our goals are, after all, 
to serve the large and diverse communities of people of 
faith in Contra Costa County.  We want to be responsive 
and responsible to you.  Thanks to all for your wonderful 
generosity in time, money and prayers. 
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The Rev. John Bennison, St. John’s Episcopal 
Parish, Clayton 
 
“It remains puzzling to me that no one objects to my 
baptizing the children of gay parents, blessing their 
home, their car and their dog, yet I cannot bless the 
loving relationship which makes this family’s life pos-
sible, without upsetting so many of our Anglican broth-
ers and sisters.”  John Chane, Episcopal Bishop of 
Washington 
 
You may have seen it on the national news headlines 
last Monday.  Gosh darn those Episcopalians in Amer-
ica, part of the 77 million members of the world-wide 
Anglican Communion.  Last year – in full accordance 
with the national canons of our Church – the local dio-
ceses in New Hampshire went and elected an openly-
gay bishop, who was then duly consecrated by other 
bishops.  Then our General Convention over a year ago 
opened the way for blessing of same-sex unions.  The 
2.3 million Episcopalians became the tail that wagged 
the dog; the dog being 77 million Anglicans world-
wide.  After a year-long study, the dog has growled 
and barked, but not bitten.  After all, we’re Anglicans. 
 
The report chastised both the liberal minority (our con-
servative brothers and sisters in Nigeria, for example, 
boast 17 million members) for fomenting strife and 
called for an expression of regret; while encouraging 
conservative bishops elsewhere to refrain from cross-
ing jurisdictional lines to cater to conservatives in our 
own branch of the Communion. 
 
The public press failed to fully grasp the subtleties in 
our Anglican tradition and polity.  The Most Rev. 
Frank T. Griswold, presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church in the U.S., said he found the report “nuanced 
and balanced.”  Asked if he planned to apologize, Gris-
wold pointed out that the report never used that word.  
He said the report asked only for an “expression of re-
gret” that the American church’s decisions caused such 
dissension.  “I can regret the effects of something, but 
at the same time be clear about the integrity of what 
I’ve done,” Bishop Griswold said. 
 
It’s not always easy “being Episcopal.”  But – regard-
less of the particular topic – it’s often why those who 
do, choose to be Episcopalians. 
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The Rev. John Valentine, Holy Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, Orinda 
 

It will probably come to you as no surprise that my fa-
vorite quote from the writings of Martin Luther is his 
response to the questions, “What is Daily Bread?” in the 
Small Catechism. 
 

Daily bread includes everything that has 
to do with the support and needs of the 
body, such as food, drink, clothing, 
shoes, house, home, land, animals, 
money, goods, a devoted family, good 
government, good weather, peace, health, 
self control, good reputation, good 
friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 
 

One of my reasons for finding those words to be so 
meaningful is that they attempt to survey the breadth of 
God’s goodness to us as his children.  And perhaps most 
intriguing of all I find the inclusion of “good govern-
ment.”  Good government is a gift from the Lord our God. 
 

Good government as experienced in our American con-
text is also a human task.  We who are citizens of the 
United States have been gifted with suffrage – the op-
portunity and responsibility to vote.  God sustains and 
enriches human life through our political activities.  God 
watches out for the needs of our neighbors through our 
political activities. God cares for this world  which he 
created through our political activities. God makes his 
presence known in the world by using our hands, our feet, 
our hearts, our voices and our votes.      (continued) 
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Our faith does not provide us with an escape from 
politics.  Neither does it give us simple “Christian” 
solutions to the difficult problems that perplex our 
community, our nation and our world.  We distort the 
Gospel when we use it as an excuse for passivity or 
when we identify it with a particular political agenda.  
Rather the Gospel sets us free to be responsible par-
ticipants in politics with all its complexity.  Christians 
are people called to be good stewards of all the gifts 
which the Lord our God has given us, and primary 
among those gifts is the gift of the vote.  Therefore we 
are called by God to study the issues and study the 
candidates and study the propositions, and then to cast 
our votes wisely. 
 

How should you vote this November 2nd?  I wouldn’t 
presume to tell you that!  God has given you a mind 
and a heart to make those decisions on your own.  (In 
fact, I would be acutely cautious of any publication 
or organization which tells you that they know how 
God wants you to vote regarding a particular candi-
date or issue!)  But I will remind you that if you 
choose not to exercise your voting rights on the first 
Tuesday in November, you will be shirking a key re-
sponsibility for which God has particularly gifted you. 
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The Rev. Dr. David Sammons, Mt. Diablo  
Unitarian Universalist Church, Walnut Creek 
 
This is the first time I can remember that on election 
night, I didn’t stay glued to the television waiting for 
the results, whether or not I expected those I thought 
of as “the good guys” to win.  What’s been happen-
ing in politics seems disheartening to me – the bitter-
ness, the attacks, the divisive strategies.  It’s tempt-
ing to just want to leave things behind – to say 
there’s no chance for idealism to win anymore.  But 
there is.      
 
Our country is divided – deeply divided – but this 
doesn’t mean that half of us are good, half bad (the 
good and bad depending on which side you’re on).  
Most of us are a combination of things: desires to 
take care of ourselves and our families, desires to 
help those who haven’t been able to help them-
selves, desires to protect the immediate interests of 
our country, desires to have our country be respected 
in the world.  How these things balance out in our 
lives influence how we vote and how we think about 
the issues we face. 
 
The goal of religion isn’t to get us to take sides.  It’s 
wrong to believe that because one is an evangelical 
Christian, one has to be a Republican, for instance.  
Evangelical Christians at one time believed there 
was a social gospel and the duty of Christians was to 
help others, like Jesus did.  On the other hand, it’s 
wrong to believe that because one is a religious lib-
eral, one must be a Democrat.  The last Unitarian to 
be elected President of the United States was Wil-
liam Howard Taft, a Republican.      (continued)      

Taft was so committed to his liberal faith (as op-
posed to his fiscally-conservative politics) that he 
went on to serve as moderator of the American Uni-
tarian Association after he had left the White House.  
Taft and the Social Gospelers knew, as a bumper 
sticker on my car  puts it, “God is Not a Republi-
can…or a Democrat!” 
 
Before the election I wrote a sermon reflecting the 
values on which I thought our President ought to be 
basing his decisions.  I do so because I thought the 
President should do this whether a Republican or a 
Democrat.  I still believe this – so I’m going to 
preach that sermon on the 14th.  I believe George W. 
Bush needs to hear it, but if John Kerry had been 
elected, I would have believed he needed to hear it 
as well.  What our liberal faith tells us – and the way 
its values guide us – doesn’t change just because one 
person or another is elected. 
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 Letter from the Rev. Michael Hertz, Chaplain at Mt. Diablo Medical Center, Concord 
 
I am writing to let you know about the changes that are underway in the Pastoral Care Department at Mt. Diablo 
Medical Center in Concord.  In late September, I announced my resignation from the position as Director of Pas-
toral Care. I have accepted an exciting opportunity to join a large pastoral care staff at Sacred Heart Medical Center 
in Eugene, Oregon.  My new position as Clinical Pastoral Education Supervisor will allow me to realize some long-
term dreams: to focus on a ministry of education; to work as a member of a large and integrated pastoral care team; 
and to live in a smaller, more rural community. 
 
The administration at Mt. Diablo Medical Center has made it clear that it values the Pastoral Care program, and will 
maintain and possibly expand the ministries of Pastoral Care, Grief Support and Clinical Pastoral Education.  A 
nationwide search for a new Director/ACPE Supervisor is now underway.  I am confident that the person who ac-
cepts the position will build upon the program’s reputation for high quality patient care and pastoral education. 
 
In October, I celebrated my tenth anniversary at Mt. Diablo. When hired in 1994, I was privileged to begin building 
upon the excellent work of my two predecessors, Rev. Gerald Hill and Father Robert Arpin.  Here are the some of 
the accomplishments in the ministry at Mt. Diablo: 
 
The creation and maintenance of a state-of-the-art Meditation Center.  Members of the religious communities 
of Central Contra Costa County raised $50,000 to create a space that has become nationally recognized as a model 
for an interfaith meditation center in a health care setting. 
 
Securing adequate and centrally-located office space.  Every visitor to the medical center walks right by the new 
Center for Pastoral Care and Education.  Our office door is almost always open, and many visitors stop by for a 
word of comfort or prayer on their way to surgery or when visiting their loved ones.  The Pastoral Care office has 
become a gathering place for employees who have come to think of the space as a place of hospitality and respite 
from their busy and often traumatic workdays. 
 
Grief Support. We offer twice-monthly drop-in support groups, which are facilitated by Ron Valle and Mary 
Mohs.  Through the Grief Correspondence Program, the medical center stays in touch for a full year with the loved 
ones and families of patients who die at Mt. Diablo.  Volunteers send out over six hundred letters each month, and 
the responses from our correspondents are truly heartfelt. 
 
The Association for Clinical Pastoral Education (ACPE) accredited CPE program.  Our program has become 
the program of choice among students and their faculty advisors at the Graduate Theological Union, and has earned 
an international reputation as well.  We now have nearly one hundred graduates from the program, from Germany, 
the Philippines, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Haiti, Kenya and China. 
 
And of course, Patient Care.  Each year, our Chaplain Residents make over 12,000 pastoral visits to patients and 
their loved ones.  Through On Call coverage, they make an additional 650 visits each year, mostly during nights 
and weekends.  Our Roman Catholic Lay Ministers take the Eucharist to the nearly 10,000 patients annually, and 
Father Bill Johnson, the Roman Catholic priest provided by the local parishes, offers the Sacrament of the Sick to 
about 1,500 patients each year.  Through our extensive community contact list, we can contact spiritual caregivers 
from virtually any faith tradition when needed. 
 
While I am sad to leave the vital and exciting ministry at Mt. Diablo, I am confident that it will continue to grow 
and serve the needs of our patients, loved ones and staff.  It has been an honor serving as Director of Pastoral Care 
in that wonderful hospital.  In the months ahead, please introduce yourself to the new Director.  Her or his phone 
number will be 925-674-2628.  In the meantime, please remember the hospital and Pastoral Care Department in 
your prayers. 



��������	
�����
���������������
�

�
���!� ���������������������

�

����������		
��
��
����		��

�������
�

����������	�
���
��������
������������	������������
��������������
���������
�����
��
���������������
��

�������
����������
��������������������������	����
��������	���	����
���
�������
�����������������
�

� ����	������
���������������������������
�������
��

��������! ���������
"��#����������	

����
�
���		
�	�������
 �������
�

$��������
�����	����	��������	�������������	�����	���
�
�	�����������������������������������������%����$��#
������&������������������
����	�����	�����������'	�
��������
�
�����������������	�������	�������

� �������������

�
! ������(����	�)���������	���������*�����"���������
�
������������	����
���		�����������������������#
���	�������+�����������
��	�
�����������	���������
���������+���
���	�����������
�����������
�������
	�����#����������������������	������	������	�����
 ���������	�������
��
�������	������������������
	�������������������
����������� �����������	�������
�����������������,���������	������������������������
���-���������+� 	�����+� �	����������������������
���������	�		���	��
�
! ��	������.��	����������	�������	����������	�

�#
��������
 ����
�������������	������	������	�������
��������
��������	������������,�������������
 ���
�
�������������	�����������������������	���	��������
��������������(����������������
����������
����

���	����	����������������������	������������������
���������
�	�������
�
/����
��������0����
�����������������������	��

�
��	� ������������������
������		����������������	�
	
���������*���.	���	�

�����
��������������0����
�#
������	���������������1��2�����������3�������4��#
���
�3���������5���	����������������������67�'���
)������)�������)������	����5
��
���*�����
����������
�
��������	�8�9����������������
����,�
�	6���2��#
�������)��

1��4���)�������$�	���		�4���:�������
&��������	��54�3����*�	������'�
���	���������
���	�67�)���4�������)����������5��������
��������#

�����������;����	�8�%�	��	�$�������
 ��67�9����
9������	���������9�	�����	��54��	�������
�)���2�������
���4����)�����������������7�����������3���������
�
;����	�8�%�	��	67��������9�����*�
���		�)�

�������#
��������5��#4�	�����&�����4��	 ��������������67�3���
�����/.)�����)���������8�*�����7�59�������4��	�����67�
<������������	��*�����7�5=�	��%�����/�����>����;������
�
�! �
���2����	�$�������
 ��67�2�������)�������,���	#
���������7�5/������*��	����'�������7�*�
���		�)�

���
;�����67�(�������9�		�����/���������5)/='�;�����67�$�����
)����#! �  �������&����! ��	����;���	��	�������������#

�����������������������$������'�������	�������������
�������	��������������	�
��
�(���
 ���?@�������������
�����
�'�������������
�
A�������
����
�����
�������	.�������>������
�"��(��������
��������
����������������	������������������	����������
���	��BC@�DDD�	������	�������������
�������������������
������������������
�	��������! �����������	�
����	�����

����������������	���! ����������������
�	�
��
�����	
���#
�	��������������	�����
�
�	� ��	��������
�1��E�������
���������	�
����
����������������
��������������
����������	����������
5	����
���! ������(����	�)���������������
�
������6���1���
�
�������������
��������������
����������	����������
��������?@CF�)���������'�������! ��������������'�GC@GH�

�
/�� ����
��
�������
���		��������������������������	�����
���������������	�������� ��		���	��
�

 ��
��������
������������
 �
�����
�����

�

,���������������������������	����������������
����������#

������������������������������	���	� ������	��������1���
?6�! ������������������9��������! ������(����	�4�����
��
����I6�! ����������������������
�
���	��������2��������
(�������������4��
������)������	��	��������,��	��	���#
���	��������������������
�������������������������	����

��������@@�
�
����
�
 ��	�����������
�����������	������
���������������������������
�������������������
�
4���	��������>������������������������������������������
�����)������$�����	����&������3�2���	����
��������������
����	������
���	���4��������
����5GI@6�IIJ#KJGD����
 



������
���"����������������������

�

����������		
��
��
����		��

�#$ �%��&�#&��������' #' �#���
�

����*;��������������������
�
���������������
�������������
������������
��%��������.����������������� ��
��������A���

�����5����������������������������?����
����������������
�	�(������
�	�!�������?�����"���)��
(%��������#

���������5���
����,���?���������"���)��(%��������#

���������(�������� ��"���
��
�������������
������������������
��������������
B�
�

��

�����5�����������������������������
�
������������3����98	�9<CC ��������� �,������(
��
���
�
�����
�������������
��� ��,��
�
�
������������9<DC����������� ��������* �"����	�
���
�
���������
������������
8EEE����������� ��������* �,�
���	�����%��
��������
��� �.��������������8EE9	����������������������������
���������
��������"���#

�������������������������������������������������������������F����������������
����
�	�
�����������������
�������
��%�����������������#

�������������������������������
������������
 �
�

���
����������������
���
����)
������

��%	�������
����������������������	�"�����
������������
�������
����� ��������������������
�����������������.�����������������������

����	����
�������� �,�
����
����
��
�
����%��
�������������������	�3��2�����������
����
��
�����
���� �
�

��

�����5������)
���������������������
��
������

A��-�����������������
�����������2��
�����
�������G���
�
���������������,����(���%����
	������������%��%�
�����
��2��������
��
������������	������2��
�����������
�����2��
������
 �������������������������

�������������������������
�����%��������������
%��������������
2���	��;�����������
��
��%�����������������G��	����������������������%�����

����2��
�����	�����%���������
���:�
����	������������������%����	��������������/���������������
�������������� ��!�%������	��
������������
����
	��%���������������������������������,����(%��������������
���������������	�
��
��2�����%������������
����
�����������������
��������������7����������G��?�����
�����2�
�����������������������%�������������
�
��

	��������������*�����
���� 4�

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

[Beginning with this issue of the newsletter, we will be reporting on the activities of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Interfaith Council.] 
 

At its November 4 meeting, your Executive Committee: 
 

o Heard a report on how the budget will be balanced next year: adding a contract with Shelter, 
Inc. to recruit congregations to provide meals at the family shelters; charging a 10% adminis-
trative fee for the Winter Nights program; authorizing the Executive Director to modify his 
time (and salary package) from ½-time to 3/8-time.  (See accompanying article for update on 
this last point.) 

o Accepted into membership the following congregations: Rossmoor Pilgrim Congregational 
Church; Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of San Ramon; Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of 
Pleasant Hill; First Church of Christ, Scientist of Danville. 

o Received with regret the verbal resignations of Committee members Frank Baldwin, Ben 
Norris and Natalie Russell. 

o Nominated the following persons to the Executive Committee, to be voted upon at the Annual 
Meeting: Nan Diebels, Harmesh Kumar, Will McGarvey, Landon Summers, Trinka Wasik. 

o Heard a presentation by Steve Harms on the possibility of Interfaith of San Ramon Valley 
(ISRV) to come under the umbrella of the Interfaith Council, primarily for the purpose of fund-
raising. 

o Received a current report from the Homeless Summit regarding hires for the Winter Nights 
Rotating Shelter, and fundraising assistance from Mr. Tony Dominguez. 

      Received a positive annual evaluation of the Rev. Charles Tinsley, Chaplain to the Juvenile  
      Detention Facilities. 
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Mark Your Calendars 
 
The local chapter of the National Association for the 
Mentally Ill (NAMI) is planning its first ever sponsored 
walk in the Bay area.  The purpose of the walk will be 
to promote awareness of mental health issues, to raise 
money, and to reduce stigma.  Members of faith com-
munities are urged to participate. The event is planned 
for Saturday, May 21, 2005 in Golden Gate Park in 
San Francisco.  NAMIWALKSFBAYAREA>ORG  
 
For more information, contact Chet Watson at  
pastpresnamica04@aol.com or 925-682-7195. 
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